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The Slovak Mining Museum in Banská Stiavnica belongs to museums of Slovak field activity and 
includes several exhibition departments: 
Natural history - collection of minerals and fossils in Berggericht building with 37,500 pieces. 
Historical - collections and exhibitions linked to specific community developments of miners in the 
region: archeology, history, numismatics, ethnography, development of architecture, lapidary. Exhibi
tions in the Old and New Castles of 17,628 pieces. 
Gallery - a collection of art-historical character from the region, modern fine art; for example sacral 
art, portraits of chamber earls, artists of the 20th century - the Gallery of Jozef Kollár of 3650 pieces. 
Technical - a unique Slovak collection with majority of objects from Banská Stiavnica region - mining 
tools, lamps, models of mines, etc. 9651 pieces altogether. 
Open-air mining museum - situated in the original place of Ondrej's shaft, the exhibition of ore 
extraction established 2 km far from the town in Bartolomej's shaft of 1600 m length; a presentation of 
technical buildings, a coal exhibition and presently not exhibited houses of miners from other regions. 
The collections of the Slovak Mining Museum are of an unusual character. The majority of our collec
tions originate from regional products, in no other museum you can find such a collection. The history 
of Banská Stiavnica has always been connected with mining. The town was not transformed into a 
business-market place because it was not situated on trade routes, nor was it essential for the town 
because rich sources of ore were sufficient. Invention and implementation of technical innovations for 
increasing production of ore or its more effective processing, brought improvements in production. 
Various artists and architects, who created monumental pieces, sculptures of The Holy Trinity church 
and technical innovations of mining devices, were invited to work and left excellent examples of their 
work for everyday use, such as the interior of the Kammerhof building with frescos and ceramic tile 
stoves, goldsmith products for churches and parishes, documents of book culture from the 16th to 
18th centuries. The collection includes many of these items. 
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Beginning of collections 

In 1900 the T o w n M u s e u m was established i n Banská Stiavnica i n the O l d Castle 
d u r i n g the M i n i n g and Forestry congress. Some n e w obtained items f r o m specific 
families, churches, t o w n ha l l or older collections of the M i n i n g A c a d e m y were inc luded 
i n the m u s e u m collections. A t the beg inning of 1901 Banská Stiavnica exhibits were 
returned f r o m the w o r l d exhibi t ion i n Paris . Si lver goblets f r o m the 16th century, an 
i l lustrated book of t o w n atr ibution f r o m the 16th century, gold-plated t o w n insígnias 
of hammer a n d gopher f r o m 1536, a g i l d e d T u r k i s h dagger w i t h b o n y h a n d g r i p , a f lag 
w i t h the t o w n coat of arms f r o m 1751, etc. be longed to the most precious collection 
items. Unfortunate ly , immediate ly after the break-up of the monarchy i n 1918 a part 
of the collections was m o v e d to the N a t i o n a l M u s e u m i n Budapest. The T o w n M u s e u m 
i n the O l d Castle was g i v e n a n e w goal under V . Baker, the collection curator (Fig. 1). 
Thanks to h i m the m u s e u m was transformed into the Distr ict M u s e u m , a n d i n 1935 14 
rooms w i t h 29,640 exhibits were opened to the publ ic . 

Af ter the establishment of the Czechos lovak Republ ic several attempts to create a 
m i n i n g m u s e u m i n Banská Stiavnica were made. F ina l ly , the proposa l was accepted 
that the m u s e u m s h o u l d gather everything connected w i t h m i n i n g - collections of 
minerals and ores, mining-technical , cul tural a n d literature documents. Basis of the 
m u s e u m was to be the r i ch and scientifically precious collection of the state m i n i n g 
management w i t h more that 20,000 samples of minerals and ores f r o m al l over S lova
k i a . O n 22nd M a y 1927 the m u s e u m was off ic ial ly opened i n the Berggericht b u i l d i n g 
i n the H o l y Tr in i ty square at the 100th anniversary of D i o n y z atur's b i r th . D u r i n g the 
leadership of D r . F ia la already exist ing collection became a part of the inventory a n d it 

Fig. 1. Banská Stiavnica - The Old Castle, a view to the exhibition of the 1930s. 
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was further completed b y collecting and purchas ing . Curator F ia la w o r k e d out the 
concept ion of the open-air m u s e u m , a l t h o u g h it was i m p l e m e n t e d o n l y several 
decades later. 

D u r i n g W o r l d W a r II both museums faced dif f icul t times. Af te r the end of the w a r 
the museums were several times reorganized. N e w i m p u l s e into the progress of 
Stiavnica's museums came i n 1964 w h e n b y uni f icat ion of t w o museums the n e w spe
cial one was f o u n d e d - the M i n i n g M u s e u m . O n the 3rd of January it was renamed 
into the S lovak M i n i n g M u s e u m to h ighl ight its m a i n purpose (Hercko, 1993). 

Character a n d structure of recent col lect ions 

Presently the S lovak M i n i n g M u s e u m o w n s more than 80 thousand collection 
items, w h i c h are d i v i d e d into six exhibi t ion departments. Since the 1960s the exhibi 
tions have been situated i n the places according their h is tor ica l deve lopment (for 
example ant i -Turkish renaissance fortress f r o m the second half of the 16th century b y 
the Italian architect Francesco Ferrabosca served f r o m 1971 onwards for exhibit ions of 
mil i tary clashes of T u r k i s h and Habsburg armies). N o w a d a y s , the exhibits are logically 
situated into part icular objects i n the t o w n , so any visi tor can obtain a complex v i e w 
o n the precious metal sources, technical methods of m i n i n g , visitors are fami l iar ized 
w i t h the oldest beginnings of regional settlements and further historical development, 
variety of craft, professional art and folk art or visitors of open-air m i n i n g m u s e u m 
can enter almost 2 k m l o n g shaft. O u r exhibit ions f o r m a " m o d e l b o o k " o n m i n i n g his
tory w h i c h is w i d e l y used b y schools a l l over the region (Labuda, 1994). 

M i n e r a l o g i c a l e x h i b i t i o n i n the Berggericht b u i l d i n g 

Despite above mentioned basis of our collections f r o m the State M i n i n g Manage
ment (mining geologist L . Cseh), other material was gathered f r o m collections of profes
sor J. Pettko and D r . Fiala (by purchasing Bothary's collection). After the arr ival of I. 
Hercko i n 1966 the m u s e u m gained various exhibits f rom al l parts of the w o r l d , they 
were completed w i t h exhibits f r o m Slovak sources. Since 1968 the permanent exhibit ion 
exists of an arrangement of minerals and rocks corresponding to student books of p r i 
mary and secondary schools. The collection includes 37,500 pieces. A n inevitable part of 
the exhibit ion is a 60 m long shaft w i t h used spaces of cellars. In M a y 2003 the informa
t ion center of geo-park was opened to the publ ic i n the Berggericht b u i l d i n g i n the H o l y 
Tr ini ty Square us ing its strategic posi t ion i n the historical t o w n center to i n f o r m tourists 
about the n e w l y established Geo-park of the Stiavnica Mounta ins . O n the g r o u n d floor 
of the m u s e u m visitors can f i n d a souvenir shop focusing o n minerals. 

T e c h n i c a l e x h i b i t i o n " M i n i n g i n S l o v a k i a " i n the K a m m e r h o f b u i l d i n g 

The purpose of the exhibi t ion is to present a collection w h i c h might he lp to f o r m 
an image o n result of ore processing so that it becomes a co in or a jewel. Vis i tors can 
see collections of ore processing, testing a n d metal lurgy, everything is supported b y 
the use of models . The exhibi t ion contains a r i ch collection of m i n i n g lamps, mensura-
s ion, s u r v e y o r s h i p , transport . In the entrance lounge vis i tors can see samples of 
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Fig. 2. Banská Stiavnica - The Kammerhof, a part of the building with exhibitions. 

minerals a n d rocks m i n e d i n S lovakia or those ones w h i c h used to be m i n e d i n our 
territory. A n archeological part of the exhibit ions fo l lows, where y o u can see f indings 
f r o m the K a m m e r h o f research w i t h a unique collection of technical ceramics for ore 
testing as w e l l as a number of gothic f igura i tiles. The K a m m e r h o f (Fig. 2) used to be a 
seat of m a i n mine trustee, chancellors of the M i n i n g A c a d e m y a n d because of this w e 
show also furniture of interiors w i t h fresco of the Emperor ' s fami ly . That is w h y w e 
placed the portraits of m a i n chamber earls, m i n i n g overcoats of M a r i a Theresia's fami 
l y members, m i n i n g insígnias, etc.; w e also d i sp lay w o r k s of miners l ike models of 
mines i n bottles, mine models , sculptures of miners , collection of m i n i n g uni forms , 
flags, etc. Subsequently, a technical part of the exhibi t ion fo l lows. 

T w o independent exhibi t ion parts are promoted i n the K a m m e r h o f - M i n i n g E d u 
cation a n d the E x h i b i t i o n of Book Cul ture . The first exhibi t ion represents m i n i n g e d u 
cation since the beg inning of the 17th century focusing o n the M i n i n g A c a d e m y (1762-
1918), another one includes p r o d u c t i o n of Stiavnica's book printers f r o m the 18th to 
the 20th centuries. Y o u can see rare prints of classical authors (Caesar, Cicero, H e r o d o 
tus etc.) f r o m the 16th century, French encyclopedia b y Diderot , as w e l l as w o r k s b y 
Volta ire , Rousseau f r o m the 18th century. 

Open-air mining museum 

A b o u t 2 k m f r o m Banská Stiavnica y o u can vis i t the most attractive exhibi t ion part 
of the S lovak M i n i n g M u s e u m - i n the authentic surroundings of the Ondre j shaft 
f r o m the 17th century (Fig. 3). O r i g i n a l technical sights f r o m m i n i n g regions f r o m al l 
over S lovakia (extraction towers, m i n i n g devices, gauging r o o m , smith's forge and 
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Fig. 3. The entrance to Bartolomej's shaft with visitors. 

almost 2 k m of an u n d e r g r o u n d exhibi 
t ion i n the Bartolome] shaft) were places 
i n the open-air m u s e u m i n the 1960s. 
The u n d e r g r o u n d part offers displays of 
ore extraction development f r o m the 
17th to the 20th centuries. Since 1999 the 
exhibi t ion of coal m i n i n g has become an 
inevitable part of the open-air m u s e u m . 
In the near future, w e are p l a n n i n g to 
open houses of m i n i n g architecture to 
the publ i c i n order to offer a complete 
picture of miners ' l ives and w o r k ( K l a d i -
v i k & L a d z i a n s k y , 1988). 

The O l d Castle, The New Castle -
historical exhibitions 

The first m u s e u m exhibit ions were 
established i n the O l d Castle. N o w a d a y s , 
there are situated 7 independent exhibi 
t ion parts n a m e d M i n e r s arrive . . . , 
Later Goth ic A l t a r b y Master M . S . f r o m 
1506, The A r t of Smiths, L a p i d a r y i n the Fig. 4. A view to the exhibition of shooting targets 
courtyard, Baroque sculptures, Shoot ing and weapons from the 18th and 19th centuries. 
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Fig. 5. A view to an interior part of gallery exhibitions. 

Targets and Weapons (Fig. 4), P ipe W o r k s h o p s . Recently, the object is under recon
struction and a n e w exhibi t ion w i l l be open to the publ i c i n the tower H i m m e l r e i c h 
and i n the entrance tower. The complex of historical exhibitions of the O l d Castle is 
completed w i t h historical part i n the renaissance fortress of the N e w Castle f r o m the 
16th century. There are d i sp layed items l i n k e d to mi l i tary fights of the Habsburgs and 
T u r k i s h armies. The fourth floor of the castle provides tourists w i t h a beaut i ful v i e w 
o n historical center of the t o w n and its w i d e surroundings (Labuda, 2001). 

T h e G a l l e r y of Jozef Kol lár - ga l lery exhib i t s 

The museums o w n s unique displays of art-historical character f r o m the 13th to the 
20th centuries. These displays are exhibited i n three or ig inal burgher houses and 
today they are considered to be evidence of the b u i l d i n g development of the t o w n i n 
the gothic and renaissance era (Fig. 5). The gallery exhibits also w o r k s of the most s ig
nificant painters of the 20th century - Jozef Kollár (the gallery is n a m e d after h i m ) and 
E d m u n d G w e r k . Part icular ly w e can ment ion polychromat ic sculptures of miners ' 
patrons Saint Barbara and Saint Catharine by the Master M . S . f r o m 1506, gothic board 
paintings, altar pictures, a baroque pa int ing of M a r i a Theresia, Franz Joseph v o n 
Lothr ingen and several paintings of chamber earls. 
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D i s c u s s i o n 

N o w a d a y s , the Slovak M i n i n g M u s e u m displays its collections at home as w e l l as 
abroad i n a structural f o r m offering a complete picture of the m i n i n g t o w n develop-

ment. W h a t is more, every year the m u s e u m arranges dozens of exhibit ions, some of 
them are also exhibited i n the neighbor ing countries of G e r m a n y . Since 1999 our exhi-

bit ions, p u b l i s h i n g activities a n d special projects have been focused o n the increase of 
environmenta l consciousness of our visitors, part icular ly at local schools w i t h more 
than 3000 p u p i l s and students altogether. Authent i c surroundings of m e d i e v a l archi-

tecture provides also space for var ious forms of entertainment - theatre, concerts, fes-

tivals. The collection items have also become a part of educat ion or entertainment. 
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