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It was decided 'en petit comité' to present the Peter Schmidt a w a r d for 2003 to 
Joanne L e r u d , a dear f r iend w h o attended m a n y of the 'Erbe Sympos ia ' a n d made 
valuable contributions to them. The a w a r d is especially for organis ing i n such an 
excellent w a y the Fi f th International S y m p o s i u m ' C u l t u r a l Heritage i n Geosciences, 
M i n i n g a n d M e t a l l u r g y : Librar ies - A r c h i v e s - M u s e u m s ' at the C o l o r a d o School of 
M i n e s i n G o l d e n (Colorado). 

The award is not valuable i n a material w a y , but I hope it w i l l be a precious sou
venir of the m i n i n g history i n The Netherlands and of the Nat ionaal Natuurhistor isch 
M u s e u m Natural is i n Le iden. It consists of a piece of rock w i t h Carboniferous plant fos
sils (Alethopteris decurrens (Artis) Zei l ler a n d Lepidophloios laricinus Sternberg) f r o m a 
D u t c h mine, the Nat iona l M i n e H e n d r i k of south L i m b u r g , long since closed d o w n . It 
formed part of the important Jongmans collection, but was collected i n 1976, long after 
the demise of Professor Jongmans. I was a l lowed to mount it and use it for the award . 

It was w i t h great pleasure that I h a n d e d over the a w a r d to Joanne L e r u d (Fig. 1). 

Fig. 1. The presentation of the Peter Schmidt award for 2003 to Joanne Lerud by the author. 
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