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The merits of Em. Prof. Dr W. Vervoort in the field of systematic copepodology are evaluated, such 
within the context of his personal approach towards science as well as towards his students. It is con­
cluded that Vervoort's work continues to exert a major influence on the study of taxonomy and of 
biogeography of free-living copepods up to the present day. 

O n the occasion of his 80th b ir thday, the general merits of Prof. D r W i l l e m V e r ­
voort have been phrased very aptly b y V a n Bruggen (1998, this volume) , w h i l e his 
h y d r o i d w o r k has been dealt w i t h b y Corne l ius (1998, this vo lume) . Next , the cope-
podologica l aspects of Vervoort ' s w o r k deserve to be s ingled out. For years i n succes­
sion, Vervoor t has been actively carry ing out taxonomie research o n (mostly) free-liv­
i n g C o p e p o d a , "... a lways s tanding w i t h one foot i n D r H o l t h u i s ' d e p a r t m e n t a s 
he himself used to describe the situation. D a t i n g back f r o m the very start of his 
career, Vervoort ' s involvement w i t h copepods extended w e l l into the 1980s, thus 
spanning a p e r i o d of r o u g h l y 40 years. 

Personally, I met W i l l e m Vervoor t just after h a v i n g made m y acquaintance w i t h 
copepod crustaceans w h i l e o n an undergraduate marine f ie ld tr ip to Scandinavia , i n 
1967. The group in t r igued me and I was anxious to devote m y very first research pro­
ject i n M a r i n e B io logy to a subject i n Systematic Z o o l o g y , especially w o r k i n g o n that 
order of the Crustacea. W h i l e elaborating the material Vervoor t h a d entrusted me 
w i t h for a fair nine months, I on ly met m y mentor half a d o z e n times. H e dec idedly 
h a d a habit of lett ing one do one's w o r k undis turbedly , a n d w o u l d then solve i n 
about 30 minutes the taxonomie problems I h a d been s t ruggl ing w i t h d u r i n g the past 
30 days ... I v i v i d l y remember the book he gave me as a p r i m a r y source of literature 
o n the northeastern Pacific samples I was dea l ing w i t h : B r o d s k i i (1950), in Russianl 
O n l y after I h a d f in ished m y investigations, the E n g l i s h translation b y the Israel Pro­
g r a m for Scientific Translations became available i n L e i d e n ... H a v i n g graduated at 
L e i d e n Univers i ty , I h a d the g o o d fortune that W i l l e m Vervoor t secured a grant for 
me f r o m the Nether lands Organiza t ion for Pure Research (formerly k n o w n as Z W O , 
n o w B I O N / S L W ) , to proceed w i t h m y studies under his guidance and to prepare a 
P h . D . thesis o n copepod taxonomy. H i s h i g h standards a n d s o u n d approach have 
ever since inspi red me to try and reach that same level of perfection. O v e r the years, 
W i m V e r v o o r t has become a v a l u e d colleague: one w i t h o u t w h i m s , a lways to-the-
point , a n d always, f o l l o w i n g any social intermezzo, immediate ly ready to resume his 
(scientific) w o r k w i t h o u t unnecessary delay. 

C o p e p o d research h a v i n g started i n 1770 w i t h the descr ipt ion of Monoculus fin-
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marchicus b y Gunnerus , m a n y excellent contributions to the systematics of this g r o u p 
of s m a l l (up to 10 m m long), p lanktonic crustaceans, b y a variety of d is t inguished 
authors, have f o l l o w e d . Nevertheless, i n m y o p i n i o n , three names are t ru ly outstand­
i n g : W i l h e l m Giesbrecht (cf., e.g., 1892), G e o r g Oss ian Sars (cf., e.g., 1901-1921), and, 
indeed, W i l l e m Vervoort . In the years between 1946 a n d 1965, w h e n p u b l i s h i n g his 
major treatises (Vervoort , 1946; 1951; 1957; 1963; 1964; 1965) the level a n d amount of 
detai l both i n Vervoort ' s extremely precise verbal descriptions a n d i n his h i g h l y accu­
rate drawings , remained unparal le led . In retrospect, they even appear to constitute 
the sole match for Giesbrecht's unprecedented taxonomie w o r k (Giesbrecht, 1892). 
Vervoort ' s impress ing standards i n met iculously accounting for anatomical details 
u n d o u b t e d l y set the scene for n e w generations of copepodologists , a n d one of the 
true impacts of his w o r k certainly comprises a r e v i v a l of the classical w a y of f u l l y dis ­
m e m b e r i n g and next painstakingly descr ibing a l l features observed o n the organisms. 
A n invaluable enhancement of the current practice i n those days, tak ing into consid­
eration the irreplacable character of reliable descriptions i n establishing the true i d e n ­
tity of species and of specimens, as w e l l as the nature of their phylogenetic relation­
ships. 

A s regards literature retrieval a n d documentat ion, this rea lm surely figures 
prominent ly as the second f ie ld i n w h i c h Vervoort ' s papers haven't fai led to make a 
tremendous impact o n copepod research over the last 50-odd years. Starting already 
b y i n c l u d i n g extensive synonymies i n a l l his (re-)descriptions, Vervoor t began to 
compile a personal catalogue i n s imple school excercise-books. Soon rea l iz ing the 
actual exhaustiveness of his deep-probing endeavours (he once c la imed only 50% of 
his entries were covered b y The Zoolog ica l Record), he carried o n to compose a liter­
al ly complete system of literature o n copepods u p to a n d i n c l u d i n g 1980, w h i c h , 
again, he extended to comprise the years 1981-85 as w e l l (Vervoort , 1986a; 1986b; 
1988) . This b ib l iography, publ i shed i n a l l modesty i n a s tandardized type-script i n the 
n o w discont inued series Supplements to Crustaceana b y Messrs . E.J. B r i l l (now 
K o n i n k l i j k e B r i l l N . V . ) of Le iden , to date fulf i l ls the role of a p r i m a r y database for any 
research project i n whatever branch of copepodology. A l r e a d y , var ious colleagues 
f r o m abroad have been approaching the publ isher to obtain a second three-volume 
set, their first one h a v i n g been entirely w o r n out through intensive use! 

N o t surpr is ingly , at the International Conferences o n C o p e p o d a , organized since 
1981 (from 1984 o n w a r d under the auspices of the W o r l d Assoc ia t ion of C o p e p o d o l o ­
gists), Vervoort ' s name is st i l l be ing pronounced w i t h due respect. H i s detai l i n 
descr ipt ion as w e l l as his exhaustive search for literature have made h i m famous 
a m o n g colleagues w o r l d - w i d e . " H e is m y hero ! " the late Frederico C a m p a n e r (1945-
1989) p u t it at the 2 n d Conference i n Ot tawa, back i n 1984. A n d so it is: w i t h o u t doubt 
that k i n d B r a z i l i a n t ruthful ly p u t into w o r d s the feelings of the legion of scientific 
workers o n copepods. W i l l e m V e r v o o r t is one of the rare (though, fortunately, not 
few!) heroes i n copepodology: and he w i l l remain so for as l o n g as this scientific sub-
disc ipl ine w i l l exist. 
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