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ZOOLOGISCHE MEDEDEELINGEN — DEEL L 

XVIII. — A N E W HEPIALID FROM S U M A T R A . 

B Y R. V A N E E C K E . — ( W I T H P L A T E X). 

T h e L e i d e n M u s e u m of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y has received a g igant i c H e -
p i a l i d , sent over b y M r . P . 0 . Stolz f rom Soer ian (distr. A l a h a n P a n -
djang, W . Sum. ) . A s far as I can find i n l i terature , i t was t i l l now 
u n k n o w n that i n Sumatra such insects are l i v i n g . I n the E a s t - I n d i a n 
A r c h i p e l a g o Hepialidae are k n o w n from Borneo , J a v a and A m b o i n a , from 
the A r o e is lands and from N e w - G u i n e a . J a v a is inhabi ted b y representa
tives of three genera : Palpifer H a m p s . , Hepialiscus H a m p s . and Phassus 
Moore . T h e i r species are not numerous. M r . P . C . T . Sne l l en recorded 
i n the „Tijdschrift voor E n t o m o l o g i e " , v o l . X L I I I , pp . 2 9 — 3 3 the f o l 
l o w i n g species: Palpifer sordida S n e l l . , Hepialiscus marcidus B u t l . , Phassus 
damor Moore and Phassus signifer W a l k . F r o m Borneo is on ly k n o w n 
Phassus signifer W a l k . ; f rom A m b o i n a are recorded Hepialus rosatus 
P a g . and Hepialus tegulatus P a g . O n the A r o e islands Casana trichiloides 
W a l k , has been captured. N o sooner had we come into N e w - G u i n e a , than 
the number of the Hepialidae begins to r ise , t i l l we have reached the 
A u s t r a l i a n regions, where the m a x i m u m of species is to be found. These 
communications are d r a w n f rom the „Lepidopterorum Cata l ogus " b y 
A u r i v i l l i u s and W a g n e r , part 4, 1911. 

R e t u r n i n g to the Hepialidae f rom S u m a t r a I must ment ion moreover 
two specimens of Phassus damor Moore i n the col lect ion of Messrs. P i e 
pers and Sne l l en . F o r the determinat ion of these species I have u s e d : 
L i s t Spec. L e p . Ins . C o l l . B r i t . M u s . b y F . W a l k e r , 1 8 5 6 ; Cat . L e p . 
Ins . M u s . E . I . C . b y T h . Hors f i e ld and Moore , 1 8 5 8 — 1 8 5 9 ; F a u n . B r i t . 
I n d . b y G . F . H a m p s o n , 1892 , and the above cited memoir b y M r . 
Sne l len . J u d g i n g f rom these works the specimen collected b y M r . Stolz 
must belong to a new species, w h i c h I propose to n a m e : 

Phassus niger m i h i . 

c f . E x p . a lar . 140 m m . H e a d , thorax , abdomen and ground-colour 
of the w ings v e r y dark red -brown, near ly b lack on the d iscal part of the 
h i n d wings . F o r e w i n g w i t h a y e l l o w i s h w h i t e m a r k i n the ce l l at the 
upper end and a long the upper discocel lular is . A t a distance of 10 m m . 
from the outer marg in and para le l l w i t h i t , an undulated series of v e r y 
smal l y e l l o w i s h spots m a y be observed, w h i c h spots are i r r e g u l a r l y placed 
between the nervules f rom the apex to the end of v e i n 2. T h e ana l part 
of the fore w i n g and two ver t i ca l cross-bands are pol ished and seem to 
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be s i l ve ry . Be tween a l l the nervules of the fore w i n g s are v e r y d a r k 
b r o w n curved l ines or m a r k i n g s . 

A b o v e v e i n 2 of the fore wings are also some s m a l l y e l l o w i s h specks, 
one near to the base and three round the end of the ce l l . Moreover some 
y e l l o w specks are v i s ib le under v e i n 2 near to the m a r g i n of the fore 
wings . T h e h i n d wings w i thout m a r k i n g s . 

O n the underside the marg ins of the wings are y e l l o w i s h b r o w n 
coloured, the r e m a i n i n g part be ing b lack . T h e femora and t ibiae of the 
h i n d legs bear l o n g y e l l o w bristles. F o r the sake of clearness I have 
sketched this v e r y remarkab le insect (plate X ) . 

Phassus niger must be closely re lated to Phassus purpurascens Moore 
f r om C e y l o n and to Phassus signifer W a l k , f rom S y l h e t , B u r m a , Borneo 
and J a v a . I t m a y be possible, that niger is on ly a S u m a t r a n race of 
signifer, but I t h i n k that the differences, also i n the shape of the wings , 
are too great. 

L e i d e n , 16 November 1915. 
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C O R R I G E N D A . 

p. 2 staat: Scalisetotorus, l ees : Scalisetosus. 

„ 45 „ Pyrantes, l ees : Pyrameis. 

„ 82 „ Psettus evansi, l ees : Psettodes erumei. 

„ 90 „ Psettm erumei u n d evansi, l ees : Psettodus erumei. 
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R. v. £ . ad tiat. del. 

Phassus n iger nov. spec, from S u m a t r a . 
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