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Dirk Noordam, an enthusiastic fan
and a connoisseur of nature, had two
scientific passions in his life: plant
viruses and the aphids of Java (Indone-
sia). Born in Maarn (Netherlands) in
1916, he spent his undergraduate years
at the Utrecht University. His doctoral
study was dealing with virus diseases
of chrysanthemums and the research
was made at the Experimental Station
for Floriculture (since 1949, Research
Station of the Institute of Phytopatho-
logical Research) in Aalsmeer. In 1952,
he was awarded his Ph. D. degree from
the Utrecht University. For the next 29
years (from 1952 until he retired in
1981), he worked as a plant virologist
in Wageningen; first at the Institute of
Phytopathological Research, and since
1957 at the Laboratory of Virology
(later: Department of Virology) of the
Landbouwhogeschool (later the Wage-
ningen Agricultural University). He
developed methods of identifying and
classifying of plant viruses and was
also active in teaching plant virology in The Netherlands and abroad (Indonesia,
1957-1959 and 1975-1978; Poland, 1966; Nigeria, 1974). For many years, his book
“Identification of Plant Viruses” (1973) was a guide for students and scientific work-
ers all over the world.

His interests in the aphids of Java developed in 1975-1978 during his second stay
in Indonesia. Whilst there, he collected aphids from the rich tropical flora, took photo-
graphs of them, and after his return home, made slides for microscopic studies. These
slides are at present in the collection of the National Museum of Natural History in
Leiden. In his work on the identification of aphids, he was in close contact with Dr D.
Hille Ris Lambers, and Dirk Noordam was always saying that his work “The Aphids
of Java” would not have been possible without the help of that great aphidologist.

During his lifetime, Dirk Noordam published four parts of “The Aphids of Java”
(1985, 1986, 1991, 1994); he was unable to complete the two final parts before his death
in 2001. They are now being published with supplements and corrections of the original
text made by P.G.M. Piron (Plant Research International, Wageningen), J. van Tol
(Natural History Museum, Leiden), and A.L. Noordam-Kowalska.
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