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The origin, development and vicissitudes of the mineral collection of the Museu
Real da Ajuda (Royal Ajuda Museum) in Lisbon are described, as well as its relation-
ships with the collection of gems and jewellery that belonged to the Portuguese
crown, deposited in the royal Ajuda Palace. The Museum was created around 1775 for
the instruction of the royal prince Dom José. Domingos Vandelli, an Italian naturalist
and professor at the University of Coimbra, was in charge of its creation and develop-
ment (Carvalho, 1987). Specimens of rocks and minerals were received mostly from the
Portuguese colonies (mainly from Brazil), the most beautiful gems and gold nuggets
being intended for the crown collection. A precious inventory was made in 1794 by
Alexander R. Ferreira.

Vicissitudes in the 18th and 19th centuries affecting the Museum collections (Godin-
ho, 1991; Almaga, 1996) included those derived from the invasions of Portugal by the
Napoleonic armies (Ferreira, 1911), resulting in the transfer to France of many speci-
mens; the removal of many sets to other Portuguese collections for scientific purposes,
viz. to the Lisbon Academy of Sciences and to the Lisbon Polytechnics (Canélhas, 1983);
and, very recently, the robbery in Holland of some rich specimens from the crown col-
lection that were in a public exhibition.

References

Almaga, C. 1996. A natural history museum of the 18th century: the Royal Museum and Botanical Garden of
Ajuda. Museu e Laboratério Zoolégico e Antropolégico (Museu Bocage), Lisboa, 28 pp.

Canélhas, M.G.S. 1983. Museus portugueses de histéria natural. Perspectiva histérica. Cadernos de Museolo-
gia, Associagdo Portuguesa de Museologia, Lisboa: 1-67.

Carvalho, R. 1987. A histéria natural em Portugal no século XVIII. Biblioteca Breve; Instituto de Cultura e
Lingua Portuguesa, Lisboa, 129 pp.

Ferreira, J.B. 1911. Subsidios para a histéria das ciéncias naturais em Portugal - o Museu da Ajuda e a invasio
francesa. Library of the Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa, Manuscript not numbered, File Domingos
Vandelli.

Godinho, I.S. 1991. Apresentacao da Comissaria Geral. In: Catdlogo da Exposicio “Tesouros Reais”. Sec-
retaria de Estado da Cultura; Paldcio Nacional da Ajuda; Instituto Portugués do Patriménio
Cultural, Lisboa: 17-19.



