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Trifurcuh (Glaucolepir) melanoptera sp. n. is described from southern Europe, where it 
is widespread. It is closely related to the Central Asian T. (Glaucolepis) raikhonae 
Puplesis, which is redescribed. Together they form the raikhonae species group. Sinop- 
ticula Yang is here synonymized with Glaucolepir Braun, its only species S. sinica Yang 
is tentatively regarded as closely related, if not conspecific with T. raikhonae. The 
distribution is mapped. On the basis of recent Chinese findings the larvae are assumed 
to be gall-makers on Prunus branches. Some phylogenetic and biogeographic remarks are 
given. 
Correspondence: E. J. van Nieukerken, National Museum of Natural History, Postbus 
9517, NL-2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands. 
Key-words. - Microlepidoptera, Central Asia, Southern Europe, biogeography, phylo- 
geny, gall-former, new species. 

The subgenus Glaucolepis Braun, 1917, is one of 
three subgenera of Trifurcula Zeller, 1848 (van 
Nieukerken 1986b, 1990). It comprises to date 21 
described species (see van Nieukerken 1986a, 
1986b) and a large number of undescribed species. 
Most of these occur in the Mediterranean region. 
The type species T. saccharella (Braun, 1912) is the 
only Nearctic species. Further, one undescribed 
species occurs in Japan, one in North-East India 
and T. raikhonae (Puplesis, 1985) in Central Asia. 
In treating Glaacolepis as a subgenus, we follow the 
opinion of the senior author, whereas the junior 
aithor prefers to treat it as separate genus (Puple- 
sis 1985). 

Amongst unidentified material from southern 
Europe, one apparently widespread species very 
similar to T. raikhonae was found bv both authors 
independently. Although a revision of the many 
mediterranean species is not yet practicable at this 
stage, we would like to single out this peculiar 
species, because it forms a well defined monophy- 
letic group with T. raikhonae: the raikhonae spe- 
cies group. This group can easily be distinguished 
from all other species in the subgenus, both on 
externals and genitalia and possibly also on biol- 
ogy. It was also desirable to have the new name 

available for a general work on Nepticulidae of the 
Soviet-Union and other faunistical reports. We 
further take the opportunity to redescribe T. raik- 
honae for the first time in English, including new 
data and the description of the female, and to dis- 
cuss a recently described Chinese taxon. Some re- 
marks on phylogeny and biogeography conclude 
this paper. 

Genitalia were prepared as described by van 
Nieukerken et al. (1990). Line figures of genitalia 
were prepared with a Zeiss Axioskop with drawing 
apparatus, both from genitalia in glycerin and per- 
manent mounts. SEM micrographs were taken 
with a Jeol JSM 840A scanning electron micro- 
scope. Specimens were air-dried, mounted on stubs 
and gold-coated. 

Measurements of genitalia are taken with a Zeiss 
Axioskop at  200X, and are accurate at the nearest 
5 pm. Capsule length is measured along mid-line, 
from tip of tegumen (pseuduncus) to anterior mar- 
gin of vinculum, in middle. All measurements 
based on sample size of at least five specimens are 
accompanied by mean, standard deviation and sam- 
ple size in brackets. 




















