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A. FARJON: Pinaceae; drawings and descriptions of the genera Abies, Cedrus, Pseu-

dolarix, Keteleeria, Nothotsuga, Tsuga, Cathaya, Pseudotsuga, Larix, and Picea.

Koeltz, Koenigstein, 1990. 330 pp. Price DM 260.00. ISBN 3-87429-298-3.

M.C. Roos

A. FARJON: A bibliography of Conifers. Koeltz, Koenigstein, 1990. 129 pp. Price

DM 110.00. ISBN 0080-0694.

The first and greater part of this book is devoted to an extensive selection of the

literatureon taxonomy and related disciplines of Coniferales. Over 2200references

fromLinnaeus up to the present are included, alphabetically listed. The second part

gives an index of all botanical names in the Coniferales, with cross references to the

publications in the list. It presents a useful entry to the existing literature. Hopefully,
such information will become also available as a database for computer use.

M.C. ROOS

This is the second book by this author dealing with the Pinaceae. In 1984 he

treated the genus Pinus, now he treats the remaining generaof the family. An over-

view of the generaand their species is given, as well as keys to the subfamilies and

genera, and to the species. Various aspects of the taxa are described, including no-

menclature, infraspecific delimitation, vegetative and generative morphology, ecology,
and distributionpattern. The book is well illustrated withblack-and-white drawings

of each species, showing their habitus and a number of morphological details. The

distributions are indicated on very small-sized world maps; in case of restricted dis-

tributions usually, but unfortunately not always, accompanied by a more detailed

map. A separate chapter is devoted to the leafanatomy of a selection of species repre-

senting the genera.

The author presents his own ideas about the delimitationof taxa and their taxon-

omic position, including some new combinations. In the general introduction to the

family, he discusses briefly the taxonomic subdivision into subfamilies. He presents

a datamatrix of the generaand a dendrogram on which he bases his classification in

subfamilies. In my opinion the method he used is inconsistent. He does not explain

which computerprogram has been used and how the dendrogram was made. Appar-

ently the authorused a phenetic analysis, but he aims at monophyletic groups (p. 3).

A more consistent approach towards the classification within the Pinaceae is still

needed. Nevertheless, this book presents a great deal of information on this family,
and a useful and rather complete compilation of the state of affairs regarding their

taxonomy.


