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Review

H. WALTER LACK: Garden Eden. Masterpieces ofBotanicalIllustration. Taschen,

Koln, Germany, 2001. 576 pp., colour illus. ISBN 3-8228-1521-7(Ein Garten Eden,

ISBN 3-8228-5727-0; Un Jardin d'Eden, ISBN 3-8228-1522-5). Price: DEM 49.95

or EUR 25.54.

Garden Eden is a very beautiful book that deserves a place inall botanical libraries

and should get to the bookshelves ofeveryone interestedin plants and botanical illustra-

tions.

Frits Adema

As a companion to an exhibition in the Austrian NationalLibrary Dr. WalterLack

compiled a catalogue describing in detailthe exhibited books and manuscripts, discus-

sing also the major illustrators. Garden Eden, aptly subtitled ‘Masterpieces of Botanical

Illustration’, is a beautifully illustrated and carefully edited book. It contains a wealth

of information on botanical books and illustrators. The subjects are chronologically

ordered, running fromabout 512, Code AniciaeJulianae, to 2000, Ein Garten für die

Ewigkeit.
The works chosen for the exhibition and for the book Garden Eden give ample

opportunity to demonstratedifferent styles and techniques ofillustrationand different

printing techniques. Included are examples ofblack and white drawings, watercolour,

oil painting and nature printing, and examples ofillustrationsofwhole plants down to

very detailed drawings offlowers and fruits, sometimes including anatomical details.

In this way the book gives also an overview of the development of illustrationand

printing from handwritten manuscripts to off-set printed books. The texts, which by
the way are offered in English, French and German, are concise but give enough in-

formationabout authors and illustrators.A bibliography and several indices complete

the book


