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E.O. BOX, R.K. PEET, T. MASUZAWA, I. YAMADA, K. FUJ1WARA & P.F. MAY-

COCK (eds.): Handbook of Vegetation Science 12/1. Vegetation Science in For-

estry. Global Perspective based on Forest Ecosystems of East and Southeast Asia.

Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1995. ISBN 0-7923-2679-2. Hardcover. Price: US$

262; NLG 450.

H.P. Nooteboom

C.J. SALDANHA: Flora of Karnataka. Vol. II. Podostemaceae to Apiaceae. Pub-

lished by A. A. Balkema, Rotterdam, Brookfield, 1996. 304 pp., 106 plates (23 in

colour). ISBN 90-5410-276-4. Hardcover. Price: NLG 150.

This is the second part of a flora of a small area in southern India. And as floras

go, useful for the limitedpurpose it is written for. However, the usefulness could be

greatly enhanced if more vegetative characters were included in the key, and if the

short descriptions were drawn more consistently comparable, including the charac-

ters as given in the key.

A flora like this one may not be the right place to publish a new species (Eugenia

aloysii Saldanha, p. 23, fig. 68). Deviations of the taxonomy used are indicated.For

instance, underSarcococca Lindley (p. 161), includedin the Euphorbiaceae, it is noted

that this genus sometimes is placed in the Buxaceae. However, under the Xanthophyl-

laceae there is no indication that this family usually is included in the Polygalaceae.

The volume is adequately illustrated with original line drawings and some colour

photographs of variable quality.

Concluding: This volume may be useful for those with an interest in the floraof

the Karnataka.
Frits Adema

This work is largely built on the papers from four symposia from the International

Congress of Ecology, Yokohama 1990. It is an addition to volume 12 of the hand-

book of vegetation science dealing with the application of vegetation science in for-

estry, mostly in Europe. The critics of that volume would want a more diversified

demonstrationof forestry related vegetation science work and a wide representation

of forest types from different continents. Well, they have got what they wanted, at

least for Asia. Already in the first part, ‘Overview’, with three chapters [1. Forest

ecosystems of East and Southeast Asia in a global perspective; 2. Climatic relations

of the forests of East and Southeast Asia; 3. Species diversity in East Asia in a global

perspective], the reader is confronted with a wealth of data he otherwise has to look

for in several different places. Further parts are titled ‘Evergreen Forest Region’,

‘Summergreen Forest Region’, ‘Montane/Boreal Regions’, and ‘Tropical Forest

Regions’. Each part is divided into several to many chapters (in the whole there are

35 chapters). In the different chapters the reader, who is especially sought under

fieldworkers, finds a wealth of informationon all aspects of vegetation science. One

of the interesting things is that in several chapters, like that on ‘Alpine vegetation in

a Global perspective’, the Asian vegetation is compared with the same vegetation in

other continents. Concluding, it can be said that this book is obligatory for all stu-

dents and workers in the field of forestry vegetation in Asia. Each chapter is provid-

ed with a lengthy list of references.


