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In memoriam Kees (C.B.) Uljé (1939-2003)

Above all Kees was a very sociable man, always willing to help other people and

pass on his knowledge, without any self-profit. As such he stimulated the interest of

many people, not only in the Netherlands' Mycological Society, but all over the world

through the Internet.

His contribution to the Flora agaricina neerlandica on the genus Coprinus will be

published in due course. We willalso try to keep his website on line and up to date. As

such we will commemorate and honourthis remarkable person.

Our thoughts are with Ida, his wife, and his children and grandchildren, who still

have great difficultiesto accept his untimely passing away.
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On 6 April 2003 a tragic accident led to the untimely death of Kees Uljé, mycologist

and active member of the Netherlands’ Mycological Society. Kees’ first contact with

mycology dated back some twenty years ago when, not being able to continue his pro-

fession as a roadworker, he became more and more interested in the study of agarics

and taxonomy. In the first few years he acquired a general knowledge ofmushrooms

and toadstools, collecting and painting them in his own meticulousstyle, but gradually

he became more and more involved in the study of ink caps (Coprinus),, eventually

becoming one ofthe world’s leading specialists in this taxonomically and ecologically

interesting and difficult group of fungi. This resulted not only in a series of popular

and scientific papers, but also in a network of personal contacts with mycologists all

over the world.

Kees was typically a self-mademan: with only a limitedhigher education, he nonethe-

less developed all the knowledge and skills necessary for his mycological studies. He

had a gift for drawing and madebeautiful illustrations forhis publications. His affinity

with computers and programming was put to good use to produce a unique website on

Coprinus, and to develop an identificationprogram,which couldbe down-loadedfrom

his site, and not only served for the identificationofink caps, but also a wide rangeof

other genera.
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